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Numa News 
Senator Jacky Rosen Visits Fallon Tribe for Roundtable Discussions 

L-R; Council Member Edwin Conway, Chairwoman Williams-Tuni, Treasurer Vickie Moyle and Senator Jacky Rosen 

By Jill Wright tribalnews@fpst.org 

On Thursday, July 6th, United States 

Senator Jacky Rosen visited the Fallon 

Tribe with several members of  the 

Tribal Council and other Tribal Offi-

cials. Her team members Emily Lande-

Rose, Joseph Bush, Rob Waisanen and 

Alex Goff listened and were taking 

notes as they heard the hopes and chal-

lenges of the Tribe.  

Chairwoman Williams-Tuni welcomed 

everyone and thanked Senator Rosen 

for taking the time to meet with the 

Tribe and she opened up discussions of 

various upcoming projects. 

Senator Jacky Rosen stated, “It is im-

portant that everyone has a seat at the 

table, to share your feelings and en-

gage and to be heard no matter what 

the issue.” 

During the roundtable, there were dis-

cussions on Health Care, Education, 

Public Works, Tribal Cemetery, Voca-

tional Rehabilitation, Land & Water, 

NAGPRA and Housing. 

Senator Rosen shared with the group 

various resources available that can 

help alleviate some of the problems. 

She also stated that she has a slew of 

bills that her team is working on for 

Nevada to help get passed to help eve-

ryone. 

She added that Nevada is what is most 

important to her, and she will continue 

to works hard for our state, and we 

want to see success, something that 

benefits everyone. 

In closing, Chairwoman Williams Tuni 

stated, “This was a very good meeting 

and  it’s important that we can work 

together on these issues and have a 

good relationship with the Senator”. 
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Back side of Lahontan Dam-water to top of flashboards coming down spillway 

Lake levels high reaching tables and BBQ grills Lake levels high– reaching top of flashboards lapping over 

top 

Lahontan Lake Levels                                                                                                         

Photos of Lahontan Reservoir –taken on Wednesday June 28, 2023 
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FLOOD PREPAREDNESS                         

SURVEY 

 In an event of an emergency             

would your household have                

transportation to evacuate or            

would need assistance? 

Please contact 

 
Emergency Manager                      

Coordinator 

Jackie Conway at                            

775-867-8706 

Or  

emd@fpst.org 
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The Supreme Court Just Handed Native Families a Huge Victory 

“Our Constitution…promises [tribes] 
sovereignty for as long as they wish to 
keep it.” 

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day upheld the Indian Child Wel-
fare Act, the landmark 1978 legisla-
tion aimed at preventing Native 
foster children and adoptees from 
being separated from their families 
and tribes. The ruling in Haaland v. 
Brackeen represents a victory for 
Native tribes, who argued that the 
case threatened the basic tenets of 
Native sovereignty, and a blow to 
the plaintiffs—the state of Texas 
and three non-Native couples who 
wanted to adopt Native children—
who argued to overturn the law 
based on racial discrimination and 
an overly intrusive federal govern-
ment. 

“This case is about children who 
are among the most vulnerable: 
those in the child welfare system,” 
wrote Justice Amy Coney Barrett in 
the majority opinion. “The bottom 
line is that we reject all of petition-
ers’ challenges to the statute, some 
on the merits and others for lack of 
standing.” Justices Clarence Thom-
as and Samuel Alito dissented. 

The Indian Child Welfare Act 
(ICWA) requires states to make 
proactive efforts to place Native 
children with family members, 
members of the same tribe, or other 
Native families. In addition, the law 
allows tribes to intervene in foster 
placement and adoption decisions. 

“Often, Native American Tribes 
have come to this Court seeking 
justice only to leave with bowed 
heads and empty hands,” wrote Jus-
tice Neil Gorsuch in his opinion. 
“But that is not because this Court 
has no justice to offer them. Our 
Constitution reserves for the Tribes 
a place—an enduring place—in the 
structure of American life. It prom-
ises them sovereignty for as long as 
they wish to keep it.” 

ICWA emerged in response to a 
long history of Native family sepa-
ration. By the time ICWA passed, 
in 1978, between 25 and 35 percent 
of all Native children had been tak-
en from their families and put in 
foster homes, adoptive homes, or 
institutions, according 
to surveys by the Association on 
American Indian Affairs. 

The plaintiffs in the Supreme Court 
case included the state of Texas as 
well as three sets of parents 
(including Chad and Jennifer 
Brackeen) who wanted to adopt 
Native children. Two of the three 
couples were ultimately successful 
in doing so, but all say they en-
countered unconstitutional barriers 
because of ICWA. The plaintiffs 
found support from a network of 
conservative groups, including the 
Cato Institute, the Goldwater Insti-
tute, and the Bradley Foundation. 
Gibson Dunn, the law firm repre-
senting the Brackeens pro bono, has 
represented several plaintiffs taking 
issue with laws specific to Native 
communities, including the corpo-
ration behind the Dakota Access 
pipeline.  

“ICWA deprives Indian children of 
an individualized assessment of 
their best interests based on their 
blood,” wrote the Brackeens’ law-
yer, Matthew McGill, in an email 
last year. “Our position is that, no 

less than non-Indian children, Indi-
an children are entitled to a place-
ment based on their best interests, 
rather than on stereotypes about 
what is good for Indian children as 
a category.”  

ICWA supporters—including 497 
tribes, 23 states, and 87 members of 
Congress—countered that the law’s 
focus on placing kids with their kin 
is the gold standard for child wel-
fare policy reform. “All children 
would benefit from such a commit-
ment,” read an amicus brief in sup-
port of the defendants, filed by doz-
ens of child welfare and adoption 
organizations. Many legal experts 
argue that the law, like much of Na-
tive sovereignty, is based not on 
race, but rather on tribes’ unique 
political status. Some worried that a 
ruling against ICWA could 
mean “the unraveling of the legal 
structure that defends the rights of 
Indigenous nations in this coun-
try,” This Land podcast host Rebec-
ca Nagle told me last year. 

“We are overcome with joy that the 
Supreme Court has upheld the Indi-
an Child Welfare Act,” wrote the 
National Indian Child Welfare As-
sociation in a recent statement. 
“The positive impact of today’s de-
cision will be felt across genera-
tions.” 

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2023/02/brackeen-haaland-scotus-indian-child-welfare-act-icwa/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2023/02/brackeen-haaland-scotus-indian-child-welfare-act-icwa/
https://narf.org/nill/documents/icwa/federal/lh/76rep/76rep.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-376/234098/20220819163105655_21-376%2021-377%2021-378%2021-380ac497Tribesand62TribalOrganizations.pdfA.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-376/234046/20220819143552061_Casey%20Merits%20Amicus%20Final.pdf
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2023/02/brackeen-haaland-scotus-indian-child-welfare-act-icwa/
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FPST Mosquito Abatement Program Update 

 

Due to the abundance of water caused by snow melt 

this year, the mosquito season is expected to be 

more intense. The increase of water being delivered 

to low valley areas for irrigation creates ideal 

breeding grounds for mosquitos. These areas can 

breed thousands of mosquitos with each water de-

livery. Each mosquito can lay a raft of a hundred 

eggs. Thankfully, the Bureau of Indian Affairs has 

provided emergency flood funds to supplement trib-

al mosquito abatement expenses. With this funding 

the Tribe was able to purchase two additional back-

pack larvicide blowers and a Buffalo Turbine air 

blast sprayer for liquid or granule larvacide applica-

tions. The emergency flood funds also includes the 

hiring of two temporary TERO workers to assist 

with larviciding to target mosquitos before they 

‘hatch off.’  

The Tribal Mosquito Abatement Program provides these tips to help you avoid the bites and 

reduce the threat of the West Nile Virus. 

 Drain: Empty out water containers at least once per week and use pool covers. 

 Dress: Wear long sleeves, long pants, and light colored, loose-fitting clothing. 

 Defend: Properly apply an EPA-registered repellent such as DEET, picaridin, or try a natu-

ral repellent like coconut oil. 

To report high mosquito activity in your area please call or text our field cell number at 775-

493-1700.  If you know of any areas where mosquitos may be breeding, we would like your 

input.  Your message is important, so please leave your name, address, phone number and your 

concerns. You may also request to be put on the no-spray list and the department will try to 

honor those requests when possible.  

 

Please remember that mosquito fogging is dependent on temperature and wind speed and there 

may be times when we will be unable fog.   

The Environmental Protection Department is presently seeking applicants for a seasonal Envi-

ronmental Specialist to implement the Tribal Mosquito Abatement Program.   If you are inter-

ested in a seasonal position protecting public health, please contact the Human Resource Di-

rector for more information at 775-423-6075. 



 9 

By Jill Wright tribalnews@fpst.org 

Millions of crickets are invading 
parts of Nevada, and have even 
been spotted in the foothills of the 
Stillwater Mountains.  

Although they are known as crick-
ets, the insects are actually a type of 
katydid, not true crickets. They 
don’t fly but can hop and crawl up 
to a mile a day, eating everything in 
their path. 

The crickets are known as Mormon 
crickets because they were first 
seen by Mormon settlers in the 
1800’s. The very name of these in-
sects originated in the 19th century, 
when voracious crickets ravaged 
Mormon settlers in Utah. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture spends 
huge sums each year to control the 
pests. 

They are covering the ground, 

roads and highways, crawling up 

walls, porches, buildings and they 

are also a traffic hazard. The Neva-

da Department of Transportation is 

clearing and sanding roads because 

the smashed bugs are making the 

roads slick.  

As Fallon residents Tim and Sandra 

Plants traveled through Battle 

Mountain they stated, “The Mor-

mon crickets blanketed the highway 

and it was like driving on water.                       

             

As we pulled into a gas station, our grill and tires 

were covered in crickets and there was a flock of birds 

pecking the insects right off of vehicles at the gas sta-

tion, it was like something out of a movie”. 

So if your traveling the roads in Northern Nevada, be 

careful they can be very slick.  

Mormon Crickets Everywhere 

 

Mormon Crickets climbing walls and porches 
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BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF AMERICAN-FALLON PAIUTE SHOSHONE TRIBE 

Esha Hoferer, WRPT Paiute Language Teacher teaching kids words at the 

Boys and Girls Club Of America FPST Summer Program  

Dinahee, Orian and Kas at Summer  

Recreation 
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Exposure to extreme heat can have many direct effects on human health (heat stroke, reduced labor productivi-
ty), as well as indirect effects (promoting air pollution and increasing asthma attacks, overloading power grids 
requiring rolling blackouts). Negative health outcomes occur if an individual is exposed to the hazard and has 
not sufficiently adapted to reduce sensitivity. 

What are the signs of heat related illness?

 

Heat-related illnesses happen when the body is not able to properly cool itself. While the body normally cools itself by 
sweating, during extreme heat, this might not be enough. In these cases, a person’s body temperature rises faster than 
it can cool itself down. This can cause damage to the brain and other vital organs. Types of heat related illnesses in-
clude: 

 Heat Cramps - Muscular pains and spasms due to heavy exertion. Although heat cramps are the least severe, they 
are often the first signal that the body is having trouble with the heat. 

 What to look for: heavy sweating, muscle pains or spasms 
 

 Actions to take: stop physical activity and move to a cooler place, drink water or a sports drink. Seek medical atten-
tion if cramps last longer than one hour, 

 

 Heat Exhaustion - Typically occurs when people exercise heavily or work in a hot, humid place where body fluids 
are lost through heavy sweating. Blood flow to the skin increases, causing blood flow to decrease to the vital or-
gans. This results in a form of mild shock. If not treated, the victim's condition will worsen. Body temperature will 
keep rising and the victim may suffer heat stroke. 

 

 Heat Stroke - A life-threatening condition. The victim's temperature control system, which produces sweating to 
cool the body, stops working. The body temperature can rise so high that brain damage and death may result if the 
body is not cooled quickly. A person who is experiencing heat stroke needs medical attention. 

 
To learn more about who is more at risk of heat related illnesses, visit the “at risk populations” page of the NIHHIS 
website. 

Staying Safe During Extreme Heat 

https://www.heat.gov/pages/who-is-at-risk-to-extreme-heat
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ASSOCIATED PRESS WASHING-

TON (AP)  The Supreme Court ruled 

against the Navajo Nation on Thurs-

day in a dispute involving water from 

the drought-stricken Colorado River.  

States that draw water from the river 

— Arizona, Nevada and Colorado — 

and water districts in California that 

are also involved in the case had 

urged the court to decide for them, 

which the justices did in a 5-4 ruling. 

Colorado had argued that siding with 

the Navajo Nation would undermine 

existing agreements and disrupt the 

management of the river.  

The Biden administration had said 

that if the court were to come down in 

favor of the Navajo Nation, the feder-

al government could face lawsuits 

from many other tribes.  

Lawyers for the Navajo Nation had 

characterized the tribe’s request as 

modest, saying they simply were 

seeking an assessment of the tribe's 

water needs and a plan to meet them.  

The facts of the case go back to trea-

ties that the tribe and the federal gov-

ernment signed in 1849 and 1868. The 

second treaty established the reserva-

tion as the tribe’s “permanent home” 

— a promise the Navajo Nation says 

includes a sufficient supply of water. 

In 2003 the tribe sued the federal gov-

ernment, arguing it had failed to con-

sider or protect the Navajo Nation’s 

water rights to the lower portion of the 

Colorado River.  

Writing for a majority made up of 

conservative justices, Justice Brett 

Kavanaugh explained that “the Nava-

jos contend that the treaty requires the 

United States to take affirmative steps 

to secure water for the Navajos — for 

example, by assessing the Tribe's wa-

ter needs, developing a plan to secure 

the needed water, and potentially 

building pipelines, pumps, wells, or 

other water infrastructure.”  

But, Kavanaugh said, "In light of the 

treaty's text and history, we conclude 

that the treaty does not require the 

United States to take those affirmative 

steps.” Kavanaugh acknowledged that 

water issues are difficult ones.  

“Allocating water in the arid regions 

of the American West is often a zero-

sum situation,” he wrote. It is im-

portant, he said, for courts to leave “to 

Congress and the President the re-

sponsibility to enact appropriations 

laws and to otherwise update federal 

law as they see fit in light of the com-

peting contemporary needs for water.”  

A federal trial court initially dismissed 

the lawsuit, but an appeals court al-

lowed it to go forward. The Supreme 

Court's decision reverses that ruling 

from the appeals court.  

In a dissent, Justice Neil Gorsuch 

wrote that he would have allowed the 

case to go forward and he character-

ized the Navajo's position as a “simple 

ask.”  

“Where do the Navajo go from here?” 

he wrote. “To date, their efforts to 

find out what water rights the United 

States holds for them have produced 

an experience familiar to any Ameri-

can who has spent time at the Depart-

ment of Motor Vehicles. The Navajo 

have waited patiently for someone, 

anyone, to help them, only to be told 

(repeatedly) that they have been 

standing in the wrong line and must 

try another.” 

 Gorsuch said one “silver lining” of 

the case may be that his colleagues in 

the majority recognized that the tribe 

may still be able to “assert the inter-

ests they claim in water rights litiga-

tion, including by seeking to intervene 

in cases that affect their claimed inter-

ests.” Gorsuch, a conservative, was 

joined by the court's three liberals: 

Justices Sonia Sotomayor, Elena Ka-

gan and Ketanji Brown Jackson. Dur-

ing arguments in the case in March, 

Justice Samuel Alito pointed out that 

the Navajo Nation’s original reserva-

tion was hundreds of miles away from 

the section of the Colorado River it 

now seeks water from.  

Today, the Colorado River flows 

along what is now the northwestern 

border of the tribe’s reservation, 

which extends into New Mexico, Utah 

and Arizona. Two of the river’s tribu-

taries, the San Juan River and the Lit-

tle Colorado River, also pass along-

side and through the reservation. Still, 

one-third of the some 175,000 people 

who live on the reservation, the larg-

est in the country, do not have running 

water in their homes.  

The government argued that it has 

helped the tribe secure water from the 

Colorado River’s tributaries and pro-

vided money for infrastructure, in-

cluding pipelines, pumping plants and 

water treatment facilities. But it said 

no law or treaty required the govern-

ment to assess and address the tribe’s 

general water needs. The states in-

volved in the case argued that the 

Navajo Nation was attempting to 

make an end run around a Supreme 

Court decree that divvied up water in 

the Colorado River’s Lower Basin.  

Supreme Court rules against Navajo Nation in Colorado River water rights case  
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Fallon Paiute Shoshone Tribe Victim Services Department is in 
the planning stage for National Night Out 2023 which will take place 
on Tuesday, August 8, 2023. The mission of Fallon Paiute-Shoshone 
Tribal Victim Services Program is to provide direct services and refer-
rals to address violence prevention and victimization. The program 
provides services through a responsive and comprehensive approach to 
assist victims in regaining self-sufficiency and quality of life. We rec-
ognize this  requires collaboration and partnerships with law enforce-
ment and all first-responders.  

    National Night Out is a national campaign that works to promote 
police-community partnerships. Our rural community has unique juris-
dictions that span city and  county lines, an active duty military instal-
lation, and both an Indian colony and  reservation. Fallon Paiute Sho-
shone Tribe Victim Services Department recognized this as an oppor-
tunity to promote and create community partnerships with all first re-
sponders in our distinctive jurisdiction.  

    Fallon Paiute Shoshone Tribe hosted the first annual National Night 
Out last  August at Fox Peak Cinema. We enjoyed participation from 
FPST Law Enforcement, Lovelock Paiute Tribe Law Enforcement, 
Churchill County Sheriff Department, Nevada Highway Patrol, NAS 
Fallon Security, NAS Fallon Fed Fire, and Banner Churchill  Ambu-
lance.  

Ha'uu my community. I decided to share my story. 

This all started June 1, 2022 when I started to expe-

rience paralysis. I expected that something was 

wrong, I just wasn't aware how bad. Indeed, up tak-

ing two ambulance rides one from my house in 

Stillwater and another to Renown in Reno, both 

times ending up in the ER. in Fallon.  Banner found 

a fracture in my back, then once in Renown ER, the 

doctor told me that usually when something like 

this happens, there is normally a tumor involved 

somewhere. So after all kinds of test's they located 

the tumor,  it was just below my fracture. 

That was the good news, the bad was it was cancer. 

I spent most the last year in and out of Renown hav-

ing a back surgery, a tumor removal, an ostomy sur-

gery and an ostomy reversal. So things haven't been 

the best but though it all I have been keeping my 

head up and having a positive attitude.  

For me it's been sharing my experience that has 

helped me. I have found that it is different for every-

one with cancer and is hard to deal with. Accepting 

the fact that I have cancer and there is only one op-

tion to treat it is not an easy decision. Chemo and 

sometimes radiation is a very hard thing to do. I can 

sympathized with anyone having to deal with this 

and you are not alone although it may feel like it is. 

Ray Allen’s Journey 
“If somebody out there has to go through this,                                          

don't get down, reach out to family, friends and                                             

to your community, there is help.”  

So right now I'm in Vegas at the Sara Cannon In-

stitute getting a bone marrow transplant keeping 

a positive attitude looking forward to better days. 

If somebody out there has to go through this don't 

get down, reach out to family, friends and to your 

community, there is help.  If by sharing my story 

helps someone, thank Creator for that. I love and 

care for all of you, so may The Great Spirit watch 

over everyone.  

Sincerely, Raymond Lawrence Allen  
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July 7th       Joy Ride 

                   Insidious 

July 14th    Mission Impossible  

                  Theater Camp 

July 21st    Barbie 

                  Oppenheimer 

July 28th   Haunted Mansion 

        

   

 

 Pick up your bag of    

   popcorn at                         

Fox Peak Station for only 

$5 

                     
All Pre-Covid                        

releases still only                   

$1   
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Vice Chairman Andy Hicks swears in Tanzi Kancler as a 

FTDC Board Member 

Kids Can Fish for FREE in 2023!  

We want to make it as easy as possible for kids to enjoy Nevada’s fishing opportunities! Thanks to generous do-

nations made by our conservation partners and members of the public to the Nevada Youth License Fund, we 

are able to offer youth combination(fishing/hunting) licenses to anyone 12-17 years old at no cost to them, while 

supplies last! Anyone younger than 12 years old can fish legally without a license.   

Get a license today at ndowlicensing.com!  Interested in supporting the Nevada Youth License Fund? Mail a 

check to: 

Attn: Nevada Youth License Fund 

NDOW Headquarters 

6980 Sierra Center Parkway, #120 

Reno, NV 89521 

We have staff available at (855) 542-6369 if you have any questions. 

Vice Chairman Andy Hicks swears in Cody Downs as 

FTDC President   

https://ndow.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71d4ba85fe261d411f0d2a098&id=cddf434f80&e=f3dda17856
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Case Manager/Patient Advocate 
Chief Medical Officer 
Phlebotomist 
Grants Administrator 
Tax & TERO Assistant 
Medical Assistant 
Housing Receptionist 
Dental Aide 
Environmental Specialist I 
Nurse Practitioner/Physician Assistant 
Food Pantry/Community Garden Coordinator 
Patient Registration Supervisor 
Medical Laboratory Technician 
Clinical Psychiatrist 
Tribal Administrator 
Police Officer 
Optometrist 
Program Development Manager 
Youth Care Worker 
Dental Assistant II (Certified) 
Dental Assistant 
Optometrist 

For more information about a job or to complete an application,                                 

go to  fpst.org/employment/to apply 

FALLON PAIUITE SHOSHONE TRIBE 
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FLOOD/HIGH WATER 
POINTS-OF-CONTACT 

 

Program Area Point-of-Contact Email Phone Numbers 

ADMINISTRATION    

  Primary Contact Chairwoman Tuni chairman@fpst.org 775-423-6075 

  Primary Contact Vacant secretary@fpst.org 775-426-8635 

  Primary Contact Treasurer Moyle fbctreasurer@fpst.org 775-423-6075 

HEALTH CENTER    

Health Administration  Jon Pishion fthcdirector@fpst.org 775-423-3634, ext. 1029 
775-217-9078 

Medical & Laboratory Christina Baldwin labsupervisor@fpst.org 775-423-3634 

Scheduling Jolene Thomas 
Stormy Finke 

medscreen1@fpst.org 
scheduling1@fpst.org 

775-423-3610 

Optical Services Leneva George opto1@fpst.org 775-423-3634, ext. 1017 

Pharmacy Tim Brown chief pharmacist@fpst.org 775-423-3634, ext. 1872 

Community Health Sherry Taylor regnurse1@fpst.org 775-423-2220 

Benefits Office Jenevie Lucero benefits2@fpst.org 775-423-3634, ext. 1026 

Patient Registration Vacant patregsup@fpst.org 775-423-3634, ext. 1025 

CHR Program Linda Noneo chrsup@fpst.org 775-423-3634, ext. 1039 
775-427-0977 

Medical Records Crystal Hall medrecords@fpst.org 775-423-3634, ext. 1024 

PCR Office (referrals) Lorna Mauwee prc1@fpst.org 775-423-3634, ext. 1030 

Behavioral Health Leslie Steve mhsadirector@fpst.org 775-423-3634, ext. 1032 

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER    

   Primary Contact Lisa Bedoy clcdirector@fpst.org 775-423-8065 

HOUSING AUTHORITY    

   Primary Contact Sharon Pacheco adminassistant@fpst.org 775-423-3321 

SENIOR CENTER    

   Primary Contact Vickie Mendoza regnurse1@fpst.org 775-423-7569 

TRIBAL RESOURCES    

   Primary Contact Leanna Hale landwaterdir@fpst.org 775-423-3725 

VICTIM SERVICES 

   Primary Contact Michelle Bowers victimservices@fpst.org 775-427-9961 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

Emergency Management Jackie Conway emd@fpst.org 775-867-8706 
775-427-0996 

Tribal Police David Blackeye chiefofpolice@fpst.org 775-423-8848 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Water/Sanitation John Schaffer publicworks@fpst.org 775-427-9954 

Environmental Richard Black richenviro@fpst.org 775-423-0509 

TRIBAL COURT 

Judicial Services Kae Ward courtclerk@fpst.org 775-423-8883 

YOUTH & FAMILY SERVICES 

Social Services Michelle Grace yfsadmin@fpst.org 775-423-1215 

Vocational Rehab. Taleah Hinkey vrm@fpst.org 775-428-2250 
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