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Fallon Tribe Egg Hunt Moves Indoors 

By Jill Wright    tribalnews@fpst.org 

Due to the rain and snow, the tribe 

moved the egg hunt indoors to the 

tribal gymnasium. Many thanks to 

our volunteers for pivoting when 

rainy weather required the change. 

Despite the location change, it did-

n’t stop the community from show-

ing up and making the morning a 

success and a memorable one for 

everyone involved in the Sunrise 

Breakfast at the Senior Center, the 

5K sponsored by the Wellness Cen-

ter & finally the Tribal Egg Hunt.  

There were over 500 age-based col-

orful plastic eggs filled with goodies, 

toys and over 600 real eggs as well.  

Egg hunt lovers lined up outside the 

gym wearing adorable Easter dresses 

and suits and some with bunny pa-

jamas in hopes to find the winning 

egg or another special item to re-

deem their prize from MC Cody 

Downs. 

Although the popular event was 

moved indoors, it did not dampen 

spirits of Chairwoman Williams-

Tuni as she greeted young egg hunt-

ers and participants waiting patiently 

outside and handed out free Easter 

bags to everyone. 

Tribal Secretary Lynette Fisherman 

also helped during the set up and 

with the 0-2 age group category. She 

encouraged the littles as they were 

hunting for their eggs. 

More than 150 people community 

members came out for the Egg 

Hunt.  Winner of the Egg Hunt re-

sults are as follows 1st, 2nd & 3rd: 

L-R; Haylee & her precious son Oliver                            Photo credit: Randall Allen 

0-2 Category; Peshape Hernandez, 

Brady Valedez & Sophia Melendez. 

3-5 Category; Leonardo Sanchez, 

(unknown), Anisiya Banvelos. 

6-12 Category; Antone Ramirez, 

Lakai Banvelos & Brandon George. 

13-19 Category; Janessa Betten-

court, Davion Hooper & McKenzie 

Bliss. 

20-64 Category; Serenity Cramer, 

Joey Williams & Renee Cesspooch.  

65-Over Category; Sharon Wil-

liams, Barbara Culbertson & Bon-

nie Johnson. 

Special thanks to Chairwoman Wil-

liams-Tuni, Secretary Lynette Fish-

erman, Marty Austin, Zoogie Aus-

tin, Steven Stirnemen, Chelsee 

Tuni, Randall Allen, Cody Downs, 

Lisa Bedoy, Austin Little & Letisha 

Yellowhawk.  

We would like to thank the work-

ers who helped clean up the field in 

the event we needed it for the egg 

hunt. Thank you everyone for your 

hard work and in the small details 

making sure the kids have a great 

Easter. 

(Photos on page 16-17) 
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By Jill Wright   tribalnews@fpst.org 

On Friday, March 15 the Fallon Tribal Community said farewell to Joey Fanjuel at a farewell luncheon. 

During the event fellow coworkers and close friends wished Fanjuel well on his future endeavors, also recogniz-

ing his work throughout the duration of his tenure with the tribe. 

Joey served as a personal trainer for over 10 years at the Fallon Paiute Shoshone Tribe. In his time as a per-

sonal trainer, he successfully grew our fitness program which started in the community room at the Commu-

nity Learning Center as he helped build and set up equipment. Then the tribe celebrated their new space 

for its members, the Toi-Ticutta Fitness Center and with his expertise helped set up the new fitness center as 

well. He spend countless hours earning the trust of his clients and watching the progress.   

Those who have had the pleasure of working with Joey will attest to his heartfelt approach, care, compassion, 

and commitment to our tribal community. For all those lives he has touched, we will miss you and wish you the 

best as you embark on a new opportunities. 

Goodbye Luncheon for Joey Fanjul  

L-R; Secretary Lynette Fisherman, Joey Fanjuel &             

Council Member Phil Johnson 

L-R; Sharon Williams, Suzie Hicks, Joan Downs, Joey Fanjuel &  

Gloria Johnny 
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Front to back; FTDC  Board of Directors Secretary Melanie 

McFalls, FBC Vice-Chairman Andy Hicks, FBC Member Ed-

win Conway, FTDC  Board of Directors Vice President, Tan-

zi Kancler, FBC Secretary Lynette Fisherman, FTDC  Board 

of Directors President Cody Downs and  District Manager 

Dave Collier. 

Update on Krispy Krunchy Chicken– Fox Peak Fernley 

By Jill Wright      tribalnews@fpst.org 

Fernley, NV   

On March 4th, the Fox Peak Fernley successfully 

held a groundbreaking with Krispy Krunchy Chicken, 

a journey towards progress and growth. It will feature 

a new outlet inside the convenient store, offering new 

dining experience to the property as it is one of the 

nations fastest growing foodservice businesses. 

The brand was founded in 1989 by Neal Onebane, a 

Cajun who starting playing around with a chicken reci-

pe for the convenience stores he owned with his fami-

ly. At the time, there wasn’t much fresh, hot food 

found in the stores aside from the roller hot dogs and 

microwaved burritos. Fast forward 34 years later, and 

there is about  2,800 stores primarily in convenience 

stores. Cajun-flavored bone-in chicken, tender and 

biscuits.  

FTDC President Cody Downs stated, “We are 

thrilled to have Fox Peak Fernley join the Krispy 

Krunchy Chicken family, and we are proud that our 

Fernley store will deliver signature chicken and other 

menu items and look forward to providing exception-

al experience to all our customers.”  

District Manager Dave Collier stated, “Our grand 

opening will be announced soon, as Fernley  provides 

an ideal hub for this new outlet.”  

Both the Fernley & Fallon community are excited 

about Krispy Krunchy Chicken as it is a favorite for 

many. 



 5 



 6 



 7 



 8 



 9 



 10 



 11 



 12 

By Jill Wright     tribalnews@fpst.org 

A giant FPST Tribal Seal painted in 

shades of blues, greens and yellows on 

the wall in the Education Department 

by Education Specialist Adrian Tom. 

Adrian spent the day with a brush in 

hand, painting the mural.  

I have heard of artwork that has a way 

of transporting us into other places, 

and as I walked up and gazed at his 

work, his painting was so vivid, and as 

crazy as this sounds, I felt like I was on 

a nearby shore, watching my ancestor 

on a tule boat and the sounds of mal-

lard ducks flying in the background. 

As the students arrived at the center, 

they watched in wonder as their teach-

er painted as quietly as his painting. He 

taught them that everyone can make 

art and it is an essential part of the hu-

man experience. Adrian stated, “I treat 

all students as young artists to learn 

confidence and skill, and gain every-

thing possible to succeed.” 

Teaching the Elements of Art to Kids 

There are many life lessons learned through art: 

 Students learn how to solve problems. 

 Students learn how to follow instructions. 

 Students gain a longer attention span. 

 They learn to “never give up” 

 Through art they grow intellectually 

 Students learn how to make wise decisions. 

 They learn the importance of committing to a task 

and following through to the end. 

 Students learn to be creative. 

  Students learn how to express themselves through 

art. 

 They learn how to create strategies. 

 Students learn to receive constructive feedback. 

 They learn the importance of dedication. 

 They learn the importance of accountability. 

 Students learn how art is a way to worship and 

praise our creator. 

 They learn how to shape our culture by expressing 

their worldviews through the arts.  

 

Education Specialist and Artist Adrian Tom paints mural on  wall 
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By Seth Boster   

Growing up, Chris Schmidt was   

always compared to his grandfather. 

Norman Cheekū did things the hard 

way — working his big, 6-foot-5 body 

hard until injury ended pro football 

hopes, later working hard and stand-

ing firm for his people in his Bureau 

of Indian Affairs post. 

“Everybody always said, ‘You’re stub-

born like your grandpa,’” Schmidt 

says. There are sides to stubbornness, 

Schmidt knows. “It’s a really good 

thing sometimes,” he says, “and a re-

ally bad thing sometimes.” Good for 

beneficial habits. Bad for habits that 

harm. Schmidt, 36, has known both. 

What he’s never been able to shake: a 

healthy obsession with bicycles. 

“Healthy” might be a relative term. 

You’d be hard-pressed to find anyone 

riding a fixed-gear bike for days and 

nights in the mountains. 

Schmidt turned heads around the cy-

cling world for one such outing in 

2020: a five-day push across the Colo-

rado Trail on the bike more associat-

ed with roads and velodromes. 

“Fixies” are bare-bones, single-speed 

bikes without the suspension and oth-

er helpful components to negotiate 

harsh terrain. 

No need for Schmidt. “An absolute 

masochist,” his wife, Lauren Memari-

an, lovingly calls him. Schmidt spent 

the better part of the last decade 

working for the U.S. Olympic & Para-

lympic Committee, serving as a me-

chanic for the national team and point 

person at the Springs velodrome. It’s 

easy to think the time around elites 

inspired him to push his own limits. 

But no, the passion is deeply person-

al, says a close friend and colleague 

from those Olympic days. On a fixie, 

“it’s a lot more of a full body and 

mind experience. You have to be hy-

per-focused,” Andres Murcia says. 

“You cannot stop pedaling. ... When 

you’re out there pedaling for hours 

and hours, it kind of takes you to a 

different place.” 

Schmidt can forget things in that place 

— like eating, Memarian says. “I’m 

like, ‘You need fuel, I can feel your 

ribs!’” But she knows that place to be 

his happy place. That, and the work-

shop in their backyard. This month 

Schmidt launched a company called 

Good Grief, the realization of a 

dream he dreamed years before the 

Olympics work. 

The dream was to design and build 

custom frames in the likeness of a 

renowned master, Koichi Yamaguchi.  

Out of college in 2011, Schmidt 

learned under the precise, solitary 

man at his home shop in western Col-

orado. With Good Grief, Schmidt is 

taking those skills to his own back-

yard: hand-drawing detailed blue-

prints, mostly relying on hand tools 

and a low-heat torch for fillet-brazing 

— a niche technique, unlike faster 

TIG welding, for joining steel tubes 

with bronze filler. “Kind of like a lost 

art,” Schmidt calls it. 

He swears by the resulting aesthetic 

and durability. And he swears by 

steel, no matter it fading behind light-

er carbon and titanium. (Steel bikes 

“are almost infinitely recyclable and 

repairable,” explains Good Grief’s 

website, while carbon “has an atro-

cious environmental impact, and tita-

nium is prohibitively spendy.”) Good 

Grief is old-school, says Dave Nice, 

the Cascade fanatic better known as 

“Fixie Dave” for his unwavering devo-

tion. 

“A bicycle frame builder from 100 

years ago would totally recognize the 

tools and fixtures and things that 

Chris is using,” Nice says. Old-school 

but progressive for the custom, hand-

made approach and attention to steel 

and fixed-gear, says Murcia, who 

works for a national name in the in-

dustry, RockShox.  

“It’s something very original happen-

ing here in town.” 

 

With ‘Good Grief,’ a Colorado Springs cyclist finds his happy place                   

(Chris Schmidt-FPST Tribal Member) 

Chis Schmidt and his dog, Eddie Merckx, spin through Red Rock Canyon Open Space 

Tuesday, Jan. 9 2024. Schmidt found his dog while on a 100-mile ride around Moab Utah. 
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Schmidt wouldn’t want to limit his 

orders to fixies. But yes, he swears by 

them for the same reasons “Fixie 

Dave” does, even in the mountains.  

However brutal, “it allows you to feel 

the contours of the ground and see 

the sights,” Nice says. He’s known 

Schmidt to huck rocks on fancy, full-

suspension bikes, knows him to seek 

speeds he helped Olympians achieve. 

“But I think he definitely likes those 

opportunities to slow down and strip 

it back.” That’s the idea with Good 

Grief. The idea for the name came 

from a man who remarked on 

Schmidt’s fixie Colorado Trail ride: 

“Good grief!” The company website 

grants a deeper meaning: “We sup-

pose our name could allude to the 

difficult yet rewarding nature of cy-

cling, all mixed up in one — the good 

and the grief.” 

It was only practical for Schmidt as a 

kid. He split time between his home 

in Rock Springs, Wyo., where his dad 

worked as a miner, and visiting family 

at the Paiute-Shoshone Reservation in 

Nevada. He rode bikes everywhere 

around the small reservation.  

Back in Rock Springs, it might’ve 

made more sense to get a lift to the 

skate park. “It was like 15 miles 

away,” Schmidt recalls. “I’d ride every 

day to the skate park and ride home.”  

He found trouble along the way. He 

found drinking and smoking with 

friends to be preferable to school. 

Drugs flowed into Rock Springs via 

Interstate 80. “As soon as ‘oxy’ came 

on the scene, I was 15 or 16 when it 

became really accessible,” Schmidt 

says. It took two years at a remote, 

locked-down school in Montana to get 

clean. It took longer than that — more 

years of growing up and realizing the 

gift and curse of that stubbornness he 

was always told about. He was always 

like his grandfather, for better or for 

worse fixating on things. Bikes re-

mained one of those things. “The sec-

ond I got back (from Montana) I got 

on my bike and went for a long ride,” 

Schmidt says. 

The love continued upon arriving to 

Colorado in 2007. While attending 

community college in Fort Collins, 

Schmidt met a man who built his own 

bike — “the most beautiful thing I ever 

saw,” Schmidt says.  

He resolved to build his own, to one 

day learn from the master he came to 

admire from afar. The lessons from 

Yamaguchi proved useful for the job 

later in Colorado Springs.  

While traveling as a mechanic for the 

national team, Schmidt stayed busy in 

other ways: touring with a band, pur-

suing other degrees. He’s currently 

working on a master’s in sports and 

science, which would follow his mas-

ter’s in sociology and bachelor’s in 

archaeology and anthropology. He 

also builds guitars and dabbles in pho-

tography and skateboards while still 

touring.  

“I thought I was a doer until I met 

Chris,” his wife says. “His brain is al-

ways going.” That’s vital, Schmidt 

says. “This is totally addict mentality,” 

he says. “When I focus on something, 

I don’t think about drugs or alcohol 

or anything at all. As soon as I’m 

bored is when bad things happen.” 

He speaks of “trying to find that bal-

ance in my adult life.” Of “staying 

busy enough to stay sober” while also 

being available to his wife. “I love you 

more than bikes,” he said at their 

wedding. She understands those long 

hours in the Good Grief workshop. 

“He gets into this zen, hyper-focused 

state,” she says. 

He’ll tinker into the night sometimes. 

He’s often joined by his dog, Eddy 

Merckx, named for the legendary Bel-

gian cyclist. Eddy, Schmidt says, 

needs to run like him, explaining their 

long adventures together. “One year, 

he got like 5,000 miles in,” Schmidt 

says. But Eddy is patient in the shop 

while Schmidt toils over various minu-

tiae of custom frames: the millimeters 

and degrees detailed on a blueprint, 

the time-consuming sketch before the 

slow, careful build by hand.  

Chris Schmidt builds a front fork in his shop Friday, Jan 2024 
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Rain or Shine 5k Run 

0-2 Category Winners 3-5 Category Winners 

6-12 Category Winners 13-19 Category Winners 
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20-64 Category Winners 65-Over Category Winners 
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CHURCHILL CHAMPION STUDENT 

Student Champion– Shylo Jimmy 
Nominating Teacher– Keith Sluyter 

Shylo has shown an impressive level of determination 

while completing her work in my Anatomy and        

Physiology class. She works hard at taking notes           

during the lectures and is willing to ask questions 

when she does not understand the content. She has a 

quiet nature but is very well spoken when presenting 

in class. Here knowledge of the subject seems well 

researched and when asked to perform in the lab or 

on a test, she shows a high level of preparation. She is 

clearly a thinker when it comes to problem solving 

and is not afraid to try new things when given the  

opportunity. 

The Churchill Champions program is meant to recognize student who are doing exceptional work in the     

classroom. Each month, teachers and administrators are invited to nominate a student.  

Congratulations Shylo, we are so proud of you!!!! 
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Churchill County Recognizes Employees 
Posted on March 21, 2024 

At its meeting on March 20, the Churchill County Commissioners 

recognized 11 employees for their years of service to this communi-

ty.  

Two long-serving retiring employees, Human Resources Director 

Geof Stark and Building Official Marie Henson, were honored for 

their combined 49 years of service to the community with gifts and 

remarks from County Manager Jim Barbee who noted their long-

standing service to the county. Stark’s final day with the county is 

March 23 while Henson will leave this May. County staff had the 

opportunity to thank them both at a reception held in their honor 

later that evening.  

Raeburn Sottile, curator at the Churchill County Museum, was rec-

ognized by the Commissioners for his outstanding work designing 

and assembling the branding iron display at the Rafter 3C Arena in 

time for a special dedication event on February 16, 2024.  

The following employees were honored for 

their tenure of service to the county: 

Five years of service 

 Leticia Orozco-Padilla, District Attorney’s 

Office 

 Raeburn Sottile, Museum 

 Marilyn Moore, Museum 

 Elizabeth Webb, Community Activities/    

Parks & Recreation 

15 years of service 

 Denise Mondhink-Felton, Assessor 

 

20 years of service 

 Donna Cossette, Museum 

 Paul Loop, Sheriff’s Office 

 

25 years of service: 

 Arthur Mallory, District Attorney 

 Richard Hickox, Sheriff 

LOVE GRANDMA 
 LORNA 
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April 5th      Monkey Man 

                      The First Omen 

             City of Dreams 

 

April 12         Civil War  

             The Long Game       

        

April 19         Abigail 

    Wildfire: The             

    Legend of the               

    Cherokee Ghost  

    Horse 

                      The Ministry of                       

             Ungentlemanly    

             Warfare Villains   

             Inc., 

    Sasquatch Sunset 

April 26         Challengers                    

    Unsung Hero 

 

 
        
 
 

 
 

Pick up your bag of    
   popcorn at                         

Fox Peak Station for only 

$5                     
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On Sunday, March 17, the Third Annual 

Prayer Horse Ride includes walkers, runners 

and horseback riders. It began in Schurz, a 

town within the jurisdiction of the Walker Riv-

er Paiute Tribe and is scheduled to pass 

through six communities before ending at the 

sacred site of Peehee Mu’huh, or Thacker 

Pass, in the McDermitt Caldera. Thacker 

Pass, an area significant for more than 20 

tribes including the Paiute, Shoshone and 

Bannock, is billed as the country’s largest lithi-

um mine.  

The Fallon Tribe hosted the group to stay at 

the tribal gymnasium on Tuesday and 

Wednesday night. On Wednesday, March 20,  

there was a community gathering at 1:00 pm. 

They held a meet and greet with the Prayer 

Horse Riders at the tribal gymnasium.  

It was nice having them stop and rest and share their stories. We would like to thank everyone who came out 

and the Fallon Business Council and everyone who helped make this possible. We wish them safe travels on 

their journey north. 

Prayer Horse Ride stops at Fallon Tribe 

Elder Millie Brigham blesses the potluck on Wednesday afternoon. 
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April is National Safe Digging Month, and we’d like to remind you to always call before you dig. 

 

811 is the official nationwide phone number to call before you dig to locate underground utility lines, including 

gas pipelines and electric lines. It's free, required by law, and can help prevent damage and possible injury. 

Don’t make risky assumptions. Call 811 to have utility lines marked before starting your digging project - even 

projects you might think are small, like planting a garden or installing a mailbox or a fence require you to contact 

811. 

 

This is no April Fools' joke. Digging into a pipe is the most common cause of a gas pipeline rupture, which can 

have serious consequences. The homeowner or contractor who causes the damage is responsible for all repair 

costs, which average more than $1,500. 
 

Learn more about 811 at nvenergy.com/call811 or call811.com.                                                                                      

 
Stay safe and happy digging,                                                                                   

The NV Energy team 

The FPST Public Works Department will be flushing the fire          

hydrants I the month of April. Water pressure may be low.          

You may experience discolored water.                                                       

If you should have discolored water, please let your cold water run 

for a few minutes until it clears. Please refrain from washing 

clothes until your water runs clear. 

 

APRIL THRU MAY 

http://email.nvenergy.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Eh-2Fw4hcW-2B1mb-2FlJS9qo9bTz9T-2FdNorC-2BpE-2F2AtRHthoi46txLegk7WY2-2BzMtECbMrEjpAQKhsYw1RRRNKczR5A-3D-3DC8TC_AbxK-2FcDLyP8dq0Lq6cSetdCRWp6f8Vp6ABu3-2FEi4mCpKtELRCXqW2qB0fNUiq8i1SeqXaqr7L-2F8WvlYe-2BbcZ3tGdLU3sbs7i
http://email.nvenergy.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Eh-2Fw4hcW-2B1mb-2FlJS9qo9bfMqlcispJONLUlNiqnjsVk-3DH9ZZ_AbxK-2FcDLyP8dq0Lq6cSetdCRWp6f8Vp6ABu3-2FEi4mCpKtELRCXqW2qB0fNUiq8i1SeqXaqr7L-2F8WvlYe-2BbcZ3tGdLU3sbs7ik1ymMBBKAC-2FWzl-2FmJItmSirK4CK9BFnPWxalgCGwn-2FXRKKnE

