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GREENWAVE GIRLS SOFTBALL TEAM TAKES STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

Kalaya Downs                 Vernita Fillmore                         Janessa Bettencourt  
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CCHS girls softball team, Class 3A, won state championship on Saturday,. Tribal Member Vernita Fillmore was the sole 

pitcher throughout the games. Her parents are Troy and Marissa Fillmore. Congratulations Ladywave!!!-Submitted by 

Leslie Steve 

Vernita Fillmore, Kalaya Downs and Janessa Bettencourt, honorably represented the Fallon Paiute Shoshone 

Tribe as the Churchill County High School varsity softball dominated the Northern Nevada 3A Regional and 

Nevada State 3A softball tournament to become the 2024 3A Nevada State Softball Champions. 

On Saturday, May 18th, Churchill County and Fernley faced off for an all-north 3A state softball title. The Green-

wave jumped out to a hot start, scoring two runs in the first inning. They continued to pile it on in the second 

inning. Freshman Layla Walker mashed a two-run homer after it tipped off a Vaqueros outfielder's glove going 

over the fence. The next at-bat, sophomore Janessa Bettencourt blasted a solo home run to center field, making 

it a nine run second inning. Starting pitcher and junior Vernita Fillmore (a tribal member of Fallon) dominated 

in the circle, pitching five innings and holding the Vaqueros to one run. Churchill County defeated Fernley 11-1 

in five innings. 

 

Throughout the season junior Vernita Fillmore, sophomore Janessa Bettencourt and freshman Kalaya Downs.

(tribal member) made their marks in both offense and defense contributing to a solid Greenwave core. Vernita 

pitched (1.723 ERA) and played shortstop, Janessa pitched (2.16 ERA) and played 2nd base and Kalaya as a 

freshman worked her way up to start in right field providing solid defense behind her pitchers.   

On offense Vernita was led off hitter finishing out the season with a .422 batting average with Kalaya .310 and 

Janessa .293 following behind respectably.   

Churchill County High School Wins 3A Softball             

Championship 
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Vernita really shined in the post season where she led the Lady Wave to 2024 Regional and State titles by going 

6-0 and only allowing 5 runs across the plate.  The Lady Wave outscore their opponents 47-5 in these 6 playoff 

games.  During the Regional Tournament in Spring Creek, Nevada May 9-11, 2024, Fallon marched through the 

winner’s bracket defeating Fernley 7-1, North Valleys 5-1 and Fernley again in the Regional championship 13-0.      

The 2024 Nevada State tournament was held in Fallon at the Edward Arciniega Athletic Complex May 16-18, 

2024.  Fallon came into the State Tournament as the No. 1 seed for the Northern region and where they met at 

defeated southern #2 seed Pahrump Valley 5-0.  Fernley defeated Boulder City in their first game in the state 

tournament to set up a rematch with Fallon.  Fallon defeated Fernley 6-2 sending Fernley for a rematch against 

Boulder City where Fernley picked up their second tournament win.   

Saturdays Championship Title match was set up to be a rematch of regional tournament between Fallon and 

Fernley.  Fallon shutdown the Vaqueros 11-1 in the five innings to win the 3A State Championship. Vernita             

Fillmore was also awarded “Player of the Year.” 

 

We are very proud of these ladies and the honor they brought to our Tribe and our community.                               

Keep up the good work ladies and we cant wait to see what is next to come.   

Churchill County wins its first state softball title since 2018 and its eighth in program history. 

Congratulations Ladywave! 
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By Jill Wright   tribalnews@fpst.org 

On Monday, May 27, the Fallon Tribe held a Memorial Day Cere-

mony at our beautiful historic tribal cemetery to honor and re-

member the men and women who gave their lives in the U.S. Mili-

tary. 

As an honored tradition, several volunteers and myself walked 

throughout the cemetery, with flags in hand, placing and replacing 

American flags at headstones, to adorn gravesites to honor the na-

tion’s fallen heroes. The United States flag is one of the most sig-

nificant symbols of Memorial Day, representing freedom, sacrifice 

and remembrance.  

Just before Memorial Day weekend, the Housing Department staff 

came out in the heat and sun, bringing their tools, clippers, shovels, 

rakes and began cleaning our cemetery with care and respect.      

Tribal Member Debbie Hooper stated, “I really appreciate how 

clean our tribal cemetery is, the weeds and debris cleaned up and 

wanted to thank the staff for a job well done.” The great part about this is it shows people’s love for the commu-

nity and the cemetery and how they care about the veteran population here.  

                                                                                                                                                                                          

Tribal Secretary Lynette Fisherman did the welcoming and honored Tribal Treasurer Vickie Moyle who was 

also in attendance, as she made mention for us to pause to remember those who gave their lives while serving in 

the nation’s armed forces. She also recognized the loss of two of our very own heroes,  both Rev. Ernie Hooper 

and Elder Ashley George, for over 2 decades faithfully attended our Memorial Day services would offer a prayer 

and blessing before each ceremony. For 15 years, Ashley George would drive from Sacramento to attend the 

ceremony and then drive all the way back to Sacramento every year. For Love of Country; what our veterans 

could teach us.  

This year, Elder Coreen Lewis gave the blessing and prayer and spoke about her late mother, Evelyn Works, 

who belonged to Women’s Army Corps (WAC). Mrs. Lewis honored all who made sacrifices while serving our 

country. The ceremony included Placing of Wreaths and a Rifle Salute, VFW Post 1002. American Legion Post 

16, Marine Corps League and Fleet Reserve Association. We would like to thank them for their commitment to 

all our Veterans and to our tribe. Refreshments were served afterwards. We would like to thank the Housing 

Authority for helping with the clean up efforts. We would also like to thank Bronson Hooper and Clifford Gal-

van for flying the flags and displaying the veterans board in honor of our nations battle heroes. A special thank 

you to Raymond Allen who helped with setting up and always honoring those who’ve served. 

An Honored Tradition 

                                                                                                 

In honor of the women and men who gave the ultimate 

sacrifice- their very lives-in service to their nation, we are 

humbled of the thought that there is over 10 acres at our 

beautiful tribal cemetery of why we are still free. May we 

never forget freedom is not free and continue to honor the 

courageous men and women of the armed forces who 

made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. Thank you for 

serving our country and protecting our freedoms. 

Tribal Secretary Lynette Fisherman speaking at 

2024 Memorial Day Ceremony 

Elder Coreen Lewis gives blessing at                    

Memorial Day Ceremony 
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FPST TRIBAL MEMBER 

FPST TRIBAL MEMBER 
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FPST TRIBAL MEMBER 

FPST TRIBAL MEMBER 
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FPST TRIBAL MEMBER 

FPST TRIBAL MEMBER 



 21 



 22 

List of  High School Graduates 

Trista Dorman, Churchill County High School, FPST 

Member 

Elayne Ernst, Churchill County High School, FPST Mem-

ber 

Asharrianna De Soto, Churchill County High School, FPST 

Member 

Darren Dewey, Churchill County High School, FPST 

Member 

Sadie Garcia, Churchill County High School, FPST Tribal 

Member  

Devin Tindall, Churchill County High School, FPST Tribal 

Member  

Skai Shults, Churchill County High School, FPST Tribal 

Member  

Lilly Tso, Churchill County High School, FPST Tribal 

Member 

 

Killian Scott Ryan, McQueen High School, FPST Tribal 

Member-Northern Nevada Electrical Training 

Malia Alvarado, Carson City High School 
     
Kaliah Brady, Churchill County High School 

Sean Reeder, Churchill County High School 

Nateya Wiggins, Churchill County High School 

Liliana Santio, Churchill County High School 

 
Matthew Bill, Churchill County High School Adult Ed, 
plans on going on to school to become a welder. 

 

Shaulina Valencia, Churchill County High School-Adult Ed-
2023– FPST Tribal Member- 

Celestina Ortiz, Silver State High School –Adult Ed-2023--
FPST Tribal Member 

Mattie “Ripley” Zulz transferred from Oasis Academy College Prep Junior year to 

Churchill County High School.  They finished HS with credits that will go towards an 

anticipated Associate Degree from Western Nevada Community College.  Ripley has 

been employed part-time with the Churchill County Museum since 2022 and has been 

hired as a part-time employee with the Fallon Paiute Shoshone Tribal Emergency 

Management Department.  Her future goal is to transfer to the University of Nevada 

Reno and continue the pursuit of a Cultural Anthropology Degree, focusing on Indige-

nous studies to continue working for her people where her grandfather Alvin Moyle 

left off.  Ripley is the eldest child of Karl & Denea Zulz, the Granddaughter of Alvin 

Moyle and Cathy Capucci, and the Great-Granddaughter of Alvena (Allen) Hale. 

FPST Tribal Member 
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Megan Dixon-TMCC-FPST Tribal Member– Earning 

Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene 

Jason Molino-UNR-FPST Tribal Member-UNR-

Earning a Master of Science in Kinesiology 

Katlynne Soonwing, -Milan Institute of Cosmetology 

FPST Tribal Member 

 

 

Carson Allen, FPST Tribal Member, UNR-Bachelor's degrees in Communication Studies and Psychology from 

UNR, and a Master's degree in Communication Studies with distinction. His graduate project on mixed-race 

identity will be published. He works with NNIC as a Program Assistant and aims for a career in Public Rela-

tions. 

Sam Dewey, FPST Tribal Member-University of Texas 

 

 

Take Pride in how far you’ve come 

Have faith in how far you will go                                                                                  

But don’t forget to enjoy the journey 

List of College Graduates 
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Paiute-Shoshone Tribe will receive $2.5M for affordable housing 

Nevada Appeal- 

Seventeen tribal communities across Nevada, 
including the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone and 
Walker River Paiute tribes, will receive almost 
$27 million in grants from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development for 
the development and operation of affordable 
housing. 

Fallon will receive about $2.3 million while 
Walker River has been approved for more 
than $4.3 million. 

“Helping Tribal communities across Nevada 
build more homes for working families is a top 
priority of mine, and I’m proud to help deliver 
this federal funding that will provide families with the support and resources they need to improve their 
quality of life,” said U.S. Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto, D-Nev. 

Cortez Masto said federal funding has already supported new tribal housing across Nevada, including new 
middle-class family homes in Owyhee and Washoe Valley in just the past year. 

“The housing crisis in Nevada is impacting everyone in our state, especially tribal communities,” said fellow 
Democratic U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. “I’m proud to announce this funding for affordable housing development 
for tribes across Nevada. I’ll keep working to bring more federal investments to ensure that tribal communi-
ties have the resources they need.” 

Cortez Masto secured $4.8 million in 2022 from the Federal Home Loan Bank of San Francisco to support Ne-
vada affordable housing organizations including tribes, and to cut through red tape to make it easier to build 
affordable housing across the state. 

The awards will be distributed as follows: 

 $3,723,167 to the Duck Valley Shoshone-Paiute Tribes 

 $715,977 to the Duckwater Shoshone Tribe 

 $1,124,207 to the Ely Shoshone Tribe 

 $2,531,700 to the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe 

 $1,270,603 to the Fort McDermitt Paiute and Shoshone Tribes 

 $110,290 to the Las Vegas Tribe of Paiute Indians 

 $338,971 to the Lovelock Paiute Tribe 

 $557,880 to the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians 

 $3,145,901 to the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

 $2,302,536 to the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

 $110,290 to the Summit Lake Paiute Tribe 

 $1,723,941 to the Te-Moak Tribe of Western Shoshone Indians 

 $4,317,185 to the Walker River Paiute Tribe 

 $2,668,543 to the Washoe Tribe 

 $110,290 to the Winnemucca Indian Colony 

 $1,484,003 to the Yerington Paiute Tribe 

Fallon and Walker River were included in affordable housing funding to 
help families better their quality of life –Photo by Steve Ranson 



 29 



 30 

Graduation Celebration in honor of our 2024 Graduates 
By Jill Wright tribalnews@fpst.org 

On Thursday, May 16, the Education Department honored our 2024 Graduates at the Tribal Gymnasium. Trib-

al Secretary Lynette Fisherman gave a warm welcoming  and invited  Elder Millie Brigham to do the opening 

prayer.  Colton Tohannie sang a beautiful honor song that he played on his hand drum for the graduates. Coun-

cil Member Phil Johnson, Tribal Secretary Lynette Fisherman and Tribal Treasurer Vickie Moyle  helped with 

the Presentation of the Graduates, as they came up one by one to receive a certificate, a sash and a gift from the 

education department. Sashes were also given to each student that were made by an Education Department em-

ployee Letisha Yellowhawk. Letisha worked for weeks on designing and creating the sash’s. She stated, “ It was 

an honor creating something special and meaningful for each graduate to wear to their graduations. It was im-

portant to me that not only FPST tribal members received a stole but that every native american was gifted a 

stole because they are just as important as the next.” 

Adrian Tom, keynote speaker, began by congratulating the graduates on their milestone and all their hard work. 

He thanked the parents, aunts and uncles, grandmas and grandpas and family members who stood by their side 

and supported them through this journey, as many were grabbing for the tissue.  He spoke to the graduates shar-

ing advise and left them feeling inspired and ready to take on whatever life throws their way. They served a deli-

cious spaghetti dinner prepared by Ray Allen and Thoma Tom. 

We would like to thank  Lisa Bedoy, Austin Little, Letisha Yellowhawk & Adrian Tom. 

Cheers to new beginnings and a bright future ahead. 
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June 7th        The Watchers 

                       Bad Boys 4 

June 14th      Inside Out  

June 21st      The Bikeriders 

                        It Ends with Us 

June 28th      Horizon: An   

              American Saga 

                       A Quiet Place: 

              Day One 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        
 

 
 

Pick up your bag of    
   popcorn at                         

Fox Peak Station for 

only $5                     
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